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ling fome People are to have the Subject of Trade 
» made a Party bifpute : It is the more myfterious, 
in that thofe People, who do fo, are the moft 
likely to Jofe by it; for that they feem to oblige thofe 
Gentlemen ,who were at firft inclined a little to Scruple 
the French Trade, to let thofe Scruples fall for the pre- 
fent, and refer them to another time, that they may 
apply themfelves immediately to prevent the imminent 
Danger, that threatens them from_thofe,who would 
put all Things into prefent Confufion, and overturn 
them asa Party. - 

It is not to be wonder’d, that when Men have fich 
Views, and that the Subject of Trade is only a Gap or 
Breach, which they would make to let in the Inunda- 
tion of Parties upon the Adminiftration, that they 
fhould be lefs careful in their Arguments upon the 
Trade, than they are in other Cafes; feeing it feems 
to be not fo much the proving this or that Argument, 
and fupporting what they fay with Reafon and good 
Evidence, as the raifing a Duft, {peaking Big, enume- 
rating Figures and great Sums, to make what is not, 
look as if it were ; that the People being amufed and 
terrified with ftrange Things, may be drawn in to afliit 
in the Clamours and Tumults they defign them for; 
and may carry on thereby the main Defign, which is 
guite of another Nature. 

This is now fo plain, that nothing is more frequent 
than to hear Gentlemen exprefs themfelves thus: “ I 
“‘ was drawn into a diflike of the Treaty of Com- 
« merce, becaufe they reprefented it to me as De- 
<6 fruGtive to the Manufatures; but I find now it 
«* was only a falfe Attack managed to divert and turn 
“ our Eyes from the Danger,which was preparing of 
«¢ another kind, therefore Jet the Trade be what it will, 
‘* that may be examined into hereafter ; but the pre- 
* fent Bufinefs is, we are to be Attack’d*under this 
“ pretence by other Hands, and. with another Defign, 
“ and this muft be Defended firft. 

Were not this the Cafe, what occafion could there 
be for publifhing fuch Abfurdities, and backing them 
again with fo much Clamour and want of Temper? 

The MERCATOR defires to have no concern in 
any of the Party-Difputes, but Keeps to the Thing 
propofed : The Trade to France never was as it 
has been reprefented, that has been demonftrated ; 
and it never can be,what it has been before, that has 
aifo been proved, as far as a Thing which is yet to come, 
admits of a proof. 


T is unaccountable and furprizing to fee,how wil- 


As the large Accountsgiven of the Imports,which we 
are to expect from France, have been proved to be very 
improbable, fo the MERCATOR cannot but think 
it very flrange to find the fame People,who infift upon 
our Importing a greater Quantity than ever of French 
Goods, Wines and Brandy in particular, infift at the 
fame time upon our giving a greater Price for them 
alfo,than ever was given before ; and yet they know, that 
the Duties here are greater, than they ever were before. 

This is fuch an Abfurdity in Trade,as was never 
heard of before, that whereas it was always allowed 
by all People tet ever knew Trade, that the Dearnefs 
of every Thing fhortens the Demand for it ; and thefe 
very People Argue the fame thing on another Head, as 
fhall be fhewn prefently; yet the Wine and Brandy 
only, the Dearer it is, the more fhall be brought in ; 
and tho’ the Price fhall be three times what ufed tarbe 
given for it, and the Cuftom three times what ufed to be 
paid for it, yet the Quantity thall be greater,than ever 
it was before. . 

If this be a juft way of Arguing, then every thing, 
which thefe People fay, muft prevail againft every one 
that Oppofes them. 

And here the MERC ATOR defires all the Gen< 
tlemen,who read fuch Things as thefe, only to obferve, 
how juft thefe People are in al] their Arguments, that 
they will allow,that the high Duties in France laid 
upon our Manufactures, fliall Jeflen our Importation of 
thofe Manufatures into France; but high Duties here 
muft not be allow’d at all to leffen the Import of French 
Goods here, but as much Wine muft be Imported from 
France now, when it fhall, as they fay, coft.25 1, per 
Ton in France, as when it coft but 81. and when it 
pays 271. per Ton Cuftoth, as when it paid but 
7 - 108 : 

This is the Reafon,why the MERCATOR fays 
the View of thefe Men lies another way ; they Soul 
never abandon their Reafon fo far as to Argue thus, 
if they Valued the Thing it felf; but the End is An- 
fwered in raifing a popular Clamour again{ft the Pub- 
lick; and whether it vere this,*or any thing elfe, it 
would have been the fame thing. 

Let this Argument be alfo turned another way, and 
it will appear to be direétly againft them, in a Cafe of 
which they make a very great Noife, (viz.) The Trade 
to Portugal ; for while they, on the one Hand, infift 
upon the French Wine bearing a great Price in France, 
for the time to come, and cofting us 25 |. per Ton 


the firt Peny, they unwarily, and againft their own 
Defign, 
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i. -Sfidton) help the MERCATOR out at a dead Lift 
Rats ee weighty Article of the Portugal Trade, and_ of 


hes ench Commerce deftroying our Trade to Por- 
Ssygaa?, which will be, as they fay, by putting the French 
ui ‘equal Duties, and thereby at an equal 
~ Price with the Portugal Wines; altho’ it was not the 
Ruin of the PORTUGAL Trade before, when the 
Portugal Wines paid 91. per Ton more than the 
French. | 

Now the People,who laid great ftrefs upon this Argu- 
ment were fo modeft, that they told us often, if the 
French Wines had but paid 51. per Ton Cuftom more 
than the Portuguefe, fo that they might have been but 
alittle dearer at Market, than the -Portuguefe Wines, 
they would have been content; but being equal NOW, 
the French Wines will run down the whole Trade. 

The MERCATOR was, as they believed, over- 

refs'd with this Clamour, becaufe the Noife was fo 
foe he could not be heard; when he told them,that 
the Portuguefe always preferved their Trade before the 
Wat, and yet paid above double to the French, and 
that by this Treaty they were 9 ]. per Ton upon better 
Terms,than they were before the War: this they regar- 
ded not. 

But now they have brought th MERCATOR 
entirely out of this Difficulty by advancing the Coft 
of the French Wines from about 7 or 81. a Ton, 
which was the moft that was formerly paid in France, to 
251. per Ton, which they feem refolved, we fhall all 
pay for thofe Wines for the future. 

What though it is a little begging the Queftion, to 
affirm, they fhall never come to be bonght as cheap in 
France, as they were formerly; the MERCATOR 
refolves to find no fault with that low Step, feeing it is 
fo much to his Advantage. 

For now the Cafe is plain, as that 2 and 2 makes 4, 
that the Portuguefe Trade will always have the Prefe- 
tencé in England; for the Wines in Portugal will al- 
ways be to be bought for about 4, or 5, or 61. a Pipe’ 
at moft, and in time of Peace cheaper, which one with 
another may be from 8 to 12]. per Ton, or at a Medi- 
um of about 10]. per Ton; and the French being al- 
ways to coft 25]. per Ton, there is 151. per Ton odds 
in the Price, which is the fame thing as 141]. per Ton 
differe:ce in the Duties, there being not above 20s. per 

ow difference in the Freight; for 2]. per Ton was the 
wfual Freight from Oporto in time of Peace, and very 
feldom lef than 20s. per Ton from Franice, but often 
more. 

Thus they have eftablifh’d the French Wines at 15]. 
per Ton higher Price than the Portuguefe ; and fo the 
formidable Monarch of our Trade, the King of P 1; 
need not break the Peace with us, or we be frighted, 
left he fhould forbid all our Manufacture, and to our no 
fall Terror and Amafement, declare War with us for 
not ftanding to a Treaty,which was even fuppofed not 
to laft,when it was made, and the Terms of breakin 
which were agreed and exprefled in the Treaty it felf, 
( viz.) That it fhould be no other Breach of the antient 
Amity of the Crowns than this, that it fhould be law- 
ful to his Portuguefe Majefty to do as he did before, to 
nit, Prohibit our WOOLLEN CLOTHS and the reft 
of the Britifh Manufa@ure,which he had Prohibited be- 
fore, which was just none at all. 

Now thefe Men have found out .an Expedient, that 
the French Trade may be opened, the Wines come in, 
and yer the Inequality,which was infified on by the Por- 
tuguefe in chat Treaty be made good; for, if the Eng- 








lifh Refolve, they will give 151. per Ton more in the 
Price of French Wines,than they give for the Portuguefe 
Wine, it is the fame.thing in effect as if they paid 15 1. 
per [on Duty for them more than the Pomc gh And 


fo the Felonious Treaty may pafs, as it rea 
have done, (viz-) for nothing at all. 

Thus there is no Damage done to the Portugal Trade, 
no Breach of the Treaty, the Difference which the King 
of Portugal demanded,is maintained, and much more; 
and yet 18,000 Ton of French Wine fhall be Imported 
yearly into Britain, the Cuftom of which pays to the 
Queen 486,000 1. a Year; a Sum not this Nation, or 
any Nation in Europe, ever paid for the Importation 
of one Article of that kind, or ever wil! do. 

Seeing then that the Portugal Affair is made fo eafy 
by this new Device, the ME RC ATOR is the wil- 
linger to acquiefce, that all the Merchants of the Party 
fhall Trade upon that foot, and give 25]. per Ton in 
France for their Wines, if they pleafe: The MERC A- 
LOR has but one Favour to beg, which if they will 
grant him, he will foon be as Rich, as the Prince of 
, and that is, that he may be their Faétor in 
France, and furnifh them with all their Wines at that 
Price ; though if he fhould, he is afraid one of thefe 
two things muft neceflarily happen, ( viz.) Either that _ 
the Quantity they fend for at that Price will be very 
a or that they will not be long able to pay for 
them. 

And as their Vouchers afferr firft that the quantity 
Imported fhall be 18,000 Ton per Ann. and the Price 
be 251. per Ton abroad, to which muft be added 271. 
per Ton Cuftom at home, while the Portugal Wines 
will be brought in at 401. per Ton; it is defired they 
will tell us,which of the two will be the common 
Draught-Wine in England, the deareft or the cheapeft ; 
and if the French are not the common Draught, how 
they will find Cuftomers for 18,000 Ton of French 
Wine in Britain. 

Thefe material Difficulties no queftion they know ve- 
ty well how to folve; and when they fhall think fit to 
He again upon the Subject of the French Trade, we 

all certainly have a full Eclariciffement or Difcovery 
of the Manner, how all thefe things can confift with one 
another: till which time our Impatience is not great 
fince not all the furious People, who now torture the 
World with their Raillery and Clamour, will ever be 
able to make the People believe,that the French Trade 


fhall pay the prodigious Sum of 1,173,125 1. a Year 
Cuftom. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THE Poll of the Livery-Men of the City of Lon- 
don, at the Elestion for Members of Parliament: 
Begun Monday, Oétober the gth, 1710. and ended the 
Saturday following. Shewing who each Perfon Poll’d 
for. The Names of thofe that did not Poll. And the 
Objections made at the Scrutiny. Compar’d with the 
Clerks Lifts of the feveral Companies deliver’d on 
Oath to the Right Honourable Sir Samuel Garrard, 
Bart. Lord-Mayor. The Whole being a Compleat Lift 
of the Livery. Printed for John Morphew, near Sta- 
tioners-Hall. Price 1s. 





LONDON: Printed for Bens. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate. and 
Joun Barser, On Lambeth-Hil. (Price 3 Half-pence.) 











